September 30, 2025 PTC Quarterly Meeting in SME Library

Attendees: Meagan E., Sally K., Jessica C., Charlotte F., Kellie R., Teresa T., Leila A., Heather
R., Shannon M., Elizabeth R., Jennifer Q., Martha C., Cherie R., Cassandra B.

Principal’s Update: Mx. Natalie is leaving the school and SME will be looking for their
replacement. There are also 3 Para positions currently open. The district and school are
planning to host more informational events for Parents, like the Suicide Preventation training
after tonight’'s PTC meeting. In January there will be one about cell phones and anxiety at
Conestoga Middle school, cohosted by 3 other schools including Sexton Mountain. These
events are very expensive so schools are working together to be able to have the presentations.
Morning car line drop off continues to need work to maintain safety and flow. The car line is for
quick drop offs only. Students must exit only on the curb side of the car. Families with children
who need any help getting out of the car need to park in the parking lot and walk up using the
appropriate side walk and cross walk. SME has started saying the Pledge of Allegiance once a
week as a school wide community. This has been an Oregon Statute that wasn’t always
followed but is added back to the weekly routine this year. Any person has the right to
respectfully not say it. SME is using the moment as a time to include fun facts and short
information about each Heritage Month as they come. SME is also working with some students
to rewrite a Land Acknowledgement that will be shared once completed.

President’'s Update (Meagan E.): This year's PTC events are up and running. The Jogathon
was last week and next week will be the Fall Bingo night . Volunteers are always appreciated
and needed. Volunteers are needed for all events.

Fundraising Jogathon Update (Sally K.): Thank you! The Jogathon event was a success last
Friday. We are currently at about $21,000 net of our $25,000 goal with donations accepted
through October 17. Prize level rewards will be given out after fundraising is complete and all
students will get a participation award. Jessica brought up that other schools have weekly
challenges between classrooms to boost pledges and some schools include laps run as prize
levels to include participants unable to raise money. Heather added feedback from other
parents that they are willing to fill the additional volunteer roles of water table/snack table/first
aid/lap counter for the times only that they will be there to cheer on their children. These are
good ideas for future Jogathons and was a segue into future Jogathons. Jogathon is a lot of
work and will need someone or multiple people to step up and chair the event. Elizabeth is
unable to run the day of the event and Sally is in her last year with the school.

School Spirit (Meagan E.): The prior person in this position has stepped down. There is an
opening on the board for this position. Meagan is filling it in the meanwhile and the Sparky’s
spiritwear online store will be open later this Fall.

Communications (Leila A.): An announcement was read from Leah about the Walking School
Bus and Bike Bus are off to a great start this year. Oct 8 is International Walk and Roll Day.
Bike Bus will be cancelled that day and replaced with an additional Walking School bus that will



run from Walmart Parking lot at 7:40 AM. Volunteers will be needed at Walmart to help hand out
prizes. Contact Leah if you can help. The “rolling” portion of the event includes students who
are bussed or who bike themselves to school. Parking a distance from the school and walking
also counts as it reduces the carbon footprint and congestion around the school.

Treasurer’s Budget update (Kellie R.): The proposed budget for the 2025-26 School year was
reviewed and voted on. BUDGET PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Additional comments: The timing of We Love Our School was questioned as it’'s so soon after
holidays and could it also be linked to a PTC evening event? It was originally started around
Valentine’s Day and parents could buy a heart that was put on a banner inside the school that
tracked the amount of donations, separated by grade levels. It was an easy visual to see
progress. The timing also spreads out other monetary requests to the community, such as
Jogathon in the Fall and Staff Appreciation week donations in Spring.

The meeting was quickly adjourned at 6:30 to allow members to attend the Suicide Prevention
Training.



